

Adopted 3/28/17

Introduced by Council Member Newby and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Morgan, Hazouri, Carter, Dennis, Bowman, Schellenberg and R. Gaffney:
RESOLUTION 2017-205-A
A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE WEEK OF APRIL 2-8, 2017 AS CRIME VICTIMS’ RIGHTS WEEK IN JACKSONVILLE WITH A THEME OF “STRENGTH, RESILIENCE, JUSTICE”; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Americans are the victims of more than 20 million crimes each year, and crime can touch the lives of anyone regardless of age, national origin, race, creed, religion, gender, sexual orientation, immigration, or economic status; and

WHEREAS, many victims face challenges in finding appropriate services, including victims with disabilities, young victims of color, deaf and hard of hearing victims, LGBTQ victims, tribal victims, elder victims, victims with mental illness, immigrant victims, teen victims, victims with limited English proficiency, and others; and

WHEREAS, too many communities feel disconnected from the justice and social response systems, and have lost trust in the ability of those systems to recognize them and respond to their needs; and
WHEREAS, victims of repeat victimization who fail to receive supportive services are at greater risk for long-term consequences of crime; and

WHEREAS,
the victim services community has worked for decades to create an environment for victims that is safe, supportive, and effective; and

WHEREAS,
intervening early with services that support and empower victims provides a pathway to recovery from crime and abuse; and

WHEREAS,
honoring the rights of victims, including the right to be heard and to be treated with fairness, dignity, and respect, and working to meet their needs rebuilds their trust in the criminal justice and social service systems; and 
WHEREAS, National Crime Victims’ Rights Week, April 2-8, 2017, is an opportune time to commit to ensuring that all victims of crime — even those who are challenging to reach or serve — are offered culturally and linguistically accessible and appropriate services in the aftermath of crime; and
WHEREAS,
the Mayor’s Victim Assistance Advisory Council is joining forces with victim service programs, criminal justice officials, and concerned citizens throughout Jacksonville and America to raise awareness of victims’ rights and observe National Crime Victims’ Rights Week
; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

Jacksonville’s Crime Victims’ Rights Week designated.  The City Council does hereby designate the week of April 2-8, 2017 as Jacksonville’s Crime Victims’ Rights Week with the theme of “Strength, Resilience, Justice”, and honors and commends all crime victims, victim advocates, and victim-serving agencies for their tireless efforts to restore the dignity, sense of justice, and peace of mind of crime victims in our city.

Section 2.

Urging Participation.  The City Council does further urge Jacksonville’s citizens to participate in the many activities scheduled for the week and to become better informed about the issues facing crime victims.

Section 3. 
Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Jeff Clements, Council Research Division

GC-#1107220-v1-Newby_-_Victims__Rights_Week_2017_reso.doc
2
- 3 -


